Dear Friends,
It was 1 a.m. on June 25, 2011, and I am sitting in CKHA’s busy Emergency
Department (ED) with my son, Luca, who has a high fever of 105 °F. As a
father of three young and active boys, trips to the doctor’s office, and at times
CKHA’s ED, are not an uncommon experience for me and my wife, Ruth.
Although no parent wants to be in a situation where a trip to the ED with a
child is necessary, I was certain that this would be a simple visit whereby
Luca, our healthy six-year old boy, would receive the care and medication
he needed to break the fever and then we could go home. By 3 a.m., I
realized that this was not going to be a simple visit to the ED.
“It was a surreal experience.”
While waiting in the ED, I noticed that Luca’s breathing had changed,
so I asked the triage nurse on duty to take another look at him. After
her assessment, the triage nurse felt that Luca needed immediate
attention and brought him to the clinical area where Dr. Sheri Roszell,
Physician – Family Medicine, CKHA, immediately assessed him.
Prescribed some medications to help with the fever and light
congestion, by 5 a.m., Luca was not responding to the medications,
so Dr. Roszell ordered an x-ray of his chest. His x-ray did not show
anything of concern, but Luca’s breathing was still labored, so Dr.
Ian Johnston, Physician – Paediatrician, CKHA, was called in. At
9 a.m., Dr. Johnston ordered another x-ray of Luca’s lungs after he
started to hear fluids in his chest cavity. The x-ray showed that in a
matter of hours, pneumonia had developed heavily in his right lung
and in parts of his left lung.
Then suddenly, Luca “crashed.”
For approximately two hours, the respiratory technician had to handbag Luca because his lungs were so diseased that the ventilator
could not provide enough pressure. It was a surreal experience. At
one moment I was comforting my little boy who had a high fever in the
ED waiting room and what felt like moments later, he is crashing and
being intubated and hand-bagged oxygen by a respiratory technician
so he can breathe.
A team from London was called in to transport Luca from CKHA to London
Health Sciences Centre for further treatment, and after three hours of
fighting in London, it was determined that he needed Extracorporeal
Membrane Oxygenation, known as ECMO, a heart and lung bypass
machine to live. With six of these machines in existence in Canada, Luca
was sent to Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto, where he would spend the next
17 days fighting for his life.
Thankfully, the treatments at Sick Kids Hospital worked and in early July 2011,
Luca was transferred back to London Health Sciences, where he spent the next
few days gaining back his strength, and by mid-July, Luca was able to go home
– a day that we will never forget.
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Celebrating Life
For us, there is no question that without
the quick actions of the healthcare
professionals at CKHA that morning,
Luca may not be here with us today.
We will always be grateful for the great
care he received in CKHA’s ED.
I don’t know the names of all of the
healthcare professionals at CKHA
who worked on Luca that morning, but
each and every one of them showed
professionalism and genuine concern,
compassion and care for Luca and our
family. They worked endlessly to save
our little boy.

John and Ruth Mastroianni with their sons, Christian (age 9), Matteo (age 2) and Luca (age 6).

Giving Back
As long-time Chatham-Kent residents, my wife and I now know first-hand the importance of having quality healthcare
close to home. Our story needs to be shared because quite often people complain about the healthcare system in
Canada, but in the case of Luca, sitting in the waiting room for two hours saved his life.
Because Luca deteriorated so quickly after 3 a.m., had he seen a doctor earlier, he probably would have been sent home
because other than a fever, he had no other indications of distress and his initial x-ray was clear. His likely outcome
would have been dying in his sleep. It was the work in CKHA’s ED that morning that kept Luca alive so he could make it
to Toronto for life-saving treatment.
My wife and I agree that the healthcare professionals working that morning in CKHA’s ED did everything they could, as
fast as they could, to help Luca. As a community, we need to ensure that the programs, services and level of expertise
and compassionate care available at CKHA today are sustainable and able to thrive for years to come.
In the case of Luca, he would not have been able to commute to London or Windsor for treatment because he deteriorated
so quickly that without immediate medical intervention, he would not have been able to survive a one hour commute to
another hospital.
Without our community hospital, we may not have our son today, so we encourage others to get involved and support
local healthcare because it is available to all of us and we are lucky to have it.
We hope you will help create more success stories like ours, by sending the Foundation of CKHA your support today.
Best regards,

John Mastroianni
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